
 
 

Participant List 
 
Ballmer Group 
Abel Habte, Portfolio Manager 
Eshauna Smith, National Director, Community Impact 
 
BCBS South Carolina Foundation 
Elizabeth Dudek, Program Officer 
 
Bethlehem Center 
Patrena Mims, Executive Director 
 
Blue Meridian Partners 
Sara Maranowicz, Portfolio Director 
 
CFLeads 
Mary Thomas, President & CEO 
 
City of Spartanburg 
Mitch Kennedy, Deputy City Manager 
Jerome Rice, Mayor 
Chris Story, City Manager 
 
Cradle-to-Career Fellowship for Partnership Leaders  
Rahkiah Brown, CEO, South City Foundation  
Ayesha Cammaerts, Executive Director, Boston Opportunity Agenda 
Deanna Creighton, Director, ABC Community School Partnership 

 



 

Andre Dukes, VP Community Power & Impact, Northside Achievement Zone 
Jill Gomez, Executive Director, Poughkeepsie Children’s Cabinet 
Olga Martinez Hickman, Executive Director, Bachman Lake Together 
Ja'Nel Jamerson, President & CEO, Flint Center for Educational Excellence 
Brian Lewis, Executive Director, ROC the Future Alliance 
Megan Lowery, Stanislaus Cradle to Career Partnership Director, Stanislaus 
County Office of Education  
Salvador López, President & CEO, KConnect 
Z Nottingham-Lemon, Executive Director, Cherry Hill Strong 
Keri Randolph, Executive Director, Chattanooga 2.0 
Brady Rhodes, Collaborative Coordinator, Community Impact Network 
Alicia Robinson, Senior Director of Community Engagement & Partnerships, 
Summit Education Initiative 
Rachel Ward, Vice President, Omega Community Development Corporation 
Travis Williams, President & CEO, LIFT JAX 
 
EdRedesign 
Julie Allen, Senior Director of Strategic Communications, Development, & 
Operations 
Denisse Arias, Director, Cradle-to-Career Leadership & Learning 
Sagar Desa, Senior Consultant 
Jamie Gracie, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Sarah Grucza, Interim Senior Communications Manager 
Caitlin Hernandez, Senior Program Coordinator 
Tauheedah Jackson, Deputy Director & Director, Institute for Success 
Planning 
Tim Kimzey, Photographer 
Sonali Nijhawan, Consultant 
Paul Reville, Professor of Practice 
Lynne Sacks, Research Director 
Michelle Sedaca, Senior Research Manager 
Chris Shelton, Director of Education Strategy & Cross-Sector Community 
Impact 
Oliver Truog, Director of Finance & Operations 
Alexa Walker, Admin Coordinator 
Rob Watson, Executive Director 
James Watson, Producer, The Creator Journalism  
Ellen Wrigley, Finance and Program Administrator 



 

Shoshana Zuckerman, Senior Program Coordinator 
 
Full Service Community Schools 
Shaqual McMillian, Parent Council Member 
 
Highland Neighborhood Association 
Leroy Jeter, President 
 
HUB Augusta Collaborative 
Britney Pooser, President & CEO 
 
Macedonia Baptist Church 
Keith McDaniel, Reverend 
 
Mary Black Foundation 
Molly Talbot-Metz, President & CEO 
 
Northside Development Group 
Bill Barnet, First Emeritus Board Member, Former Mayor, Community 
Champion  
David Summers, CEO 
Tony Thomas, Community Engagement Manager 
John Verreault, Board Chair 
 
OneSpartanburg, Inc. 
Taylor Dement, Vice President of Talent Strategy 
Ron Garner, Chief Talent Officer 
Allen Smith, President & CEO 
Erin Smith, Director of Adult Degree Reengagement 
 
Openfields 
Frances Poe, Director of Consulting 
Grady Powell, CEO 
 
Partners for Rural Impact 
Shanda Crowder, Vice President, Capacity & Implementation  
 
 



 

Purpose Built Communities 
Catalina Sibilsky, Senior Vice President, Model Integration 
Michael Williamson, VP of Housing & Community Development 
 
Schwartz Family Foundation 
Lisa Schwartz, Philanthropist 
 
Spartanburg Academic Movement 
Russell Booker, CEO 
Robin Carter, Director, Wardlaw Center for Improvement Science 
Dianne Crocker, Chief Financial Officer 
Taylor Dement, Vice President of Talent Strategy 
Taylor Dockter, Director, Center for Early Childhood Success 
Phil Fiesal, Board Chair  
Keisha Gray, Chief Strategy Officer 
Darryl Owing, Superintendent in Residence 
Jauntavia Padgett, Director of Advocacy 
Jennifer Parker, Director, Center for Resilient Schools and Communities 
Kristina Pisano, Director of Strategic Philanthropy 
Savannah Ray, Director of Center for Youth Engagement & Partnerships 
Lynne Shackleford, Director of Communications 
Meghan Smith, Director of the Center for Postsecondary Success 
Jasmine Stewart, Place-Based Partnerships Manager 
Beth Thompson, Chief Impact Officer 
Ida Thompson, Early Care and Education Liaison 
 
Spartanburg Heritage Committee 
Brenda Lee Pryce, Founder  
 
Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System 
Julie Denesha, Manager, Workforce & Pipeline Development 
 
Spartanburg School District Five 
Randall Gary, Superintendent 
 
Spartanburg School District Three 
Julie Fowler, Superintendent 
 



 

StriveTogether 
Celine Fejeran, Senior Director & Chief of Staff - Policy & Partnerships 
 
The Cleveland Academy of Leadership 
Marquice Clark, Principal 
 
The Franklin School 
Shawna Bynum, Director 
 
Third Sector 
Molly Cronin, Project Manager 
Shaunese Falkner, Project Manager 
Kesha Lee, Early Childhood Managing Director 
Sareda McPhee, Early Childhood Director 
Andrea Szegedy-Maszak, Director, Partnership Development 
 
USC Upstate 
Bennie Harris, Chancellor 
 
William Julius Wilson Institute at Harlem Children’s Zone 
Wendy Viola, Managing Director, Field Building & Research 
 
 
*We will be joined by additional guests at the Dinner Reception on Wednesday, October 
29th.  


