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June 13-19th is National Children's Week.
Register to participate!

“We have, for the first time in my history of 45 years as an educator, the
opportunity to actually build the kind of comprehensive, place-based efforts
that can drive outcomes for children and their families in a way we’ve never

seen before.”

From:                                             EdRedesign <edredesign@gse.harvard.edu>
Sent:                                               Friday, October 22, 2021 4:28 PM
To:                                                  Jokic, Marina Ilkova
Subject:                                         [Test]: Improving Child Wellbeing Becomes a National Priority
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-Geoffrey Canada
 

The May 2021 By All Means Convening explored the exciting growth in the field of collaborative
action and its potential to address the root causes of poverty. Keynote speaker Geoffrey Canada,
president and founder of the Harlem Children’s Zone, shared his motivation to come out of retirement
and lead the William Julius Wilson Institute . The Institute works together with on-the-ground-
collaborators and national partners to deliver comprehensive strategies, support services, and tools
that systematically root out poverty and close opportunity gaps in neighborhoods across the country. 

“In the end, we have created a complex series of obstacles for poor children and families to overcome,”
Canada said. “Schools can’t do this on their own. I believe deeply in the fact that we have to have a
more collaborative strategy.”

Scroll down for more coverage of the convening and read in more detail about our keynote. 

EdRedesign Team Update
EdRedesign Director Paul Reville announced the appointment of Rob Watson Jr. as its inaugural
Director for Partnerships and Community Impact. “Watson brings an exciting diversity of compelling
leadership experiences working at the intersection of educational equity, civic engagement, and
community development in the U.S., Latin America, and Africa,” said Reville. 

Rob is deeply passionate about cultivating the next generation of civic leaders to
catalyze place-based change and eliminate the cycle of intergenerational
poverty. Read more about his background on our website and check out his
recent piece in Harvard Ed. Magazine  about returning to his hometown of
Poughkeepsie to make a lasting impact on students and schools!

Policy News
American Rescue Plan: Opportunities to Invest in the Future
June 13-19th, 2021 is National Children's Week. Recent investments in children and families by the
Administration and Congress through the American Rescue Plan give us much to celebrate, but America
continues to need a long-term plan for reducing child poverty and expanding
opportunities. EdRedesign and our national partners continue to advocate for a Federal Children's
Cabinet to help advance a long-term agenda for children. Join us for our briefing  with speakers,
including former governors and now senators Angus King (I-ME) and Tom Carper (D-DE) who both put
in place state Children's Cabinets. Join us by signing on to this letter encouraging  President Biden to
establish a Federal Children's Cabinet!

EdRedesign is also urging local leaders—mayors, county commissioners, and superintendents—to use
their Coronavirus Fiscal Recovery Funds ($350 billion) and the Elementary and Secondary School
Emergency Funds (ESSER III - $125 billion) to fund cross-sector Children's Cabinets and backbone
organizations and to individualize student supports through Success Planning. 

Communities working across agencies and sectors can accelerate positive outcomes for children.
Individualizing supports and services will help create a modern education sector that meets children
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where they are and gives them what they need. After this past year of health, economic, and racial
crises, we must take advantage of this moment to rebuild and reshape the support systems in America
so more kids can thrive.   

Success Planning & Collaborative Action News 
Success Planning Webinar Series: Designing a System of Navigators to Support
Every Child
June 23, 2021 at 2:00pm ET
Join us for the second webinar in our Success Planning series to learn key elements that schools,
districts, and communities must address when designing a system of navigators to support each child's
individual needs and interests. We'll hear from special guests Keri Randolph, Executive Officer for
Strategic Federal, State and Philanthropic Investments at Metro Nashville Public Schools in Nashville,
TN, and Lori James-Gross, Superintendent of Unity Point School District in Carbondale, IL, about the
components of the navigator role and the design options they each chose. REGISTER

ICYMI: Collaborative Action for Equity and Opportunity
Gutman Library Book Talk
April 29, 2021
A new book by our own Paul Reville and Lynne Sacks, Collaborative Action for Equity and Opportunity:
A Practical Guide for School and Community Leaders provides a how-to guide for education,
government, and community leaders interested in creating cross-sector systems of support for students
to close achievement and opportunity gaps and to help children overcome problems stemming from
poverty, racism, and other societal ills. Listen to the book talk. 

By All Means Convening Highlights

Putting Relationships at the Center of Success Planning
During this session, Keri Randolph of Metro Nashville Public Schools (MNPS) and Nicole Anderson of
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the Oakland Unified School District shared examples of how navigators are providing a lifeline to
children and families in their communities. In summer 2020, through conversations with teams across
the district, Randolph heard the same concern again and again:

 
“We’re really worried about the students, and we want an intentional way to

check in with them and see how they are.”

This common need among educators, and Randolph’s own experience with Success Planning, led to
MNPS’s district-wide launch of the Navigator program in September 2020. By the end of the school
year, the program had achieved 360,000 check-ins with 60,000 students and generated 2,800
referrals.

The American Rescue Plan: The
Promise of and Challenges to
Rebuilding Communities
This session provided an overview of the
American Rescue Plan funding opportunities and
offered examples of how two of the By All Means
communities will utilize the funds to advance the
goals of their Children's Cabinets. Kylie Wheeler,
Project Manager at the Children’s Funding
Project, shared an overview of ARP funding
opportunities for communities to invest in
recovery via cross-sector collaboration.
Somerville mayor Joseph Curtatone and Oakland
Unified School District Superintendent Dr. Kyla
Johnson-Trammell shared their approaches to
maximizing these resources for the greatest
community impact.

A Caring Adult Supporting Every Child:
Building Strong Communities for
Children & Youth
This session explored ways of creating scalable
solutions to connect every child and youth in a
community to a caring adult, as well as to the
resources and opportunities they need. Featured
speakers were Sonali Nijhawan, Director of
AmeriCorps State and National, and Dr. Robert
Balfanz, Director of Everyone Graduates. 

The Education Redesign Lab greatly appreciates our generous supporters:
Carnegie Corporation of New York, Oak Foundation,The Linda Hammett Ory & Andrew Ory Charitable

Trust, Paul and Katie Buttenwieser, Shah Family Foundation, and the Schwartz Family Foundation.
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